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PUBLIC DEFENDERS IN CRIMINAL TRIALS. 

cent of all prisoners of the year or three per cent of the daily average. It is 
admitted that evils exist, but not that they are serious. It is officially denied 
that political prisoners are tortured or in any way treated harshly. The 
number of suicides varied between forty and forty-four each year previous 
to 1906; in 1907 there were one hundred and eighteen suicides and in 1908 there 
were one hundred and three attempts at self-destruction. 

The Russian government invites foreigners to inspect its prisons and com- 
petent men pronounce a favorable opinion ; one is cited, Dr. S. J. Barrows, 
formerly United States Commissioner on the International Prison Commission, 
who visited Russia in 1907. and who is reported as saying that the places of 
detention in Russia arc by no means inferior to others and that, in certain 
respects, they arc superior to those of England, Sweden, Norway and Denmark. 

It is affirmed that the present administration is humane and is promoting 
improvements. Schools and libraries are furnished ; prisoners are permitted to 
receive visits from clergymen of their choice; outdoor work is common; prisoners 
are given a share of their earnings ; conditional liberation (the same purpose 
and principle as in our parole system) was introduced in 1909; societies for 
aiding discharged prisoners arc encouraged by the government ; houses of cor- 
rection ' for young criminals are to be established ; and finally, transportation 
to Siberia is to be abolished. C. R. H. 

Removal of Pictures From the Rogues' Gallery of Boston. — it is 
announced that the police authorities of Boston, following the example 
of Mayor Gaynor of 'New York, have issued orders that hereafter 
prisoners must be convicted of the crimes charged against them before 
their photographs can be placed in the rogues' gallery. Those whose pictures are 
already in the rogues' gallery, but who have not been convicted, will also have 
their photographs removed. 

New Journal of Philanthropy and Criminology. — The "Institution 
Quarterly" is the title of a new periodical founded and edited by Frederick 
Howard Wines of Springfield, 111. In a certain sense it will be an organ of 
the New Illinois Board of Administration, which was recently created to take 
over the management of the charitable and reformatory institutions of the state 
and of which Mr. Wines is statistician. It will be the purpose of the Quarterly 
to keep the people of this and other states fully informed of the working and 
results of the present system of central control Of the institutions mentioned. 
The initial number, which appeared in May, contains a comparison of the former 
and present systems of institutional control in Illinois and a number of brief 
articles on various topics of interest to sociologists and criminologists. 

J. W. G. 

Public Defenders in Criminal Prosecutions. — Judge Ralph S. Latshaw of 
Kansas City recently declared it to be the duty of the state to employ public 
defenders the same as it employs public prosecutors. It should not be the aim 
of the prosecuting attorney, he says, to convict a man. Courts of law should be 
as much concerned in establishing the innocence of an accused person as in 
establishing his guilt. 

"If I had my say about it," Judge Latshaw said, "I would divide the prose- 
cuting attorney's office into two divisions, one to collect the evidence of a man's 
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DRUNKENNESS IN MASSACHUSETTS. 

guilt, the other the evidence of his innocence. The time will come when no 
man can come into a Criminal Court and employ counsel — but that time is far 
off. 

"What I am arguing for now is the right of every man to have his case 
put before the court in a fair manner. Lawyers largely determine the decision 
of this court, as they do of every court. That is not just, for the rich man can 
employ attorneys ; the poor cannot. So long as the present antiquated method 
of presenting cases in court remains, justice will be a thing bought and sold. 

"I believe in civil cases the state should employ a public counselor. Lawyers 
now gobble up the larger part of the judgments in those cases. It is the business 
of private lawvers to thwart justice, prejudice courts and misrepresent facts." 

J. W. G. 

Drunkenness in Massachusetts. — The results of a very careful investiga- 
tion by the trustees of the Foxborough Massachusetts State Hospital concerning 
the problem of drunkenness in Massachusetts have recently been published as 
House Document No. 1390 (70 pages, 1910). The investigation was made under 
the authority, and at the request, of the Massachusetts Legislature. The trustees, 
who are well qualified to deal with the subject, were assisted in the inquiry and 
in the preparation of the report by Dr. James Ford of Harvard University. 

The report shows that 60 per cent of all arrests and 65 per cent of all im- 
prisonments in Massachusetts during 1008 were on the charge of drunkenness. 
The Massachusetts laws enable persons arrested for drunkenness to sign a re- 
quest for their release without arraignment, and if upon investigation by a proba- 
tion officer the persons making such a request are found not to have been arrested 
before within the preceding twelve months on the charge of drunkenness, they 
are forthwith released by the police without appearing in court. Over 67,000 
persons were so released during 1908. This practice is commended in the report, 
but it is pointed out that in order to make its operations entirely satisfactory there 
should be a central bureau of records. 

The present laws of Massachusetts recognize drunkenness as both a crime 
and a disease. Chapter 504 of the Acts of 1509 (which, with all other Massa- 
chusetts laws relating to drunkenness, is printed in the appendix to the report) 
provides for the commitment of habitual drunkards to the Foxborough State 
Hospital by a procedure similar to that used in committing insane persons to 
state asylums. The report points out that in many cases persons arrested for 
drunkenness should not be treated as misdemeanants needing correction, but as 
men who are mentally ill and in need of curative treatment. Means are needed 
whereby the special needs of individual defendants can be better recognized be- 
fore the court disposes of their cases. Many of the cases sent to hospitals are 
unsuited for such an institution, and on the other hand large numbers of those 
committed to correctional institutions are harmed by imprisonment, but might 
if sent to a hospital be greatly benefited. 

The only modification of existing statutes recommended to be made at 
once is that imprisonment for the non-payment of fines in cases of drunkenness 
be abolished, and that defendants be released under suspended sentence or pro- 
bation with permission to earn the money with which to pay their fines in in- 
stalments. The report presents a well-coordinated program for dealing with 
the problem of drunkenness and recommends various improvements and exten- 
sions based on the existing laws and practices. Emphasis is placed on the great 
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